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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

With respect to applicant arguments that claims 22-40 were not considered in the 
previous action, the examiner re-considers all the pending claims 1 1-40 and been examined as 
disclosed in this paper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Focke et al. 
(5,040,685) in view of Chalin et al. (3,873,735). 

Focke discloses a method for providing an enhanced opening system for a sealed 
container comprising: providing a package comprising a bag having lines of weakness (Fig. 1; 
via 40 and Fig. 3; via by portion 39) and a pull-tab opener secured to the bag proximate to the 
lines of weakness (Fig. 3; via 36, 38, and 41), the pull-tab opener having a pull-tab opening 
integral therewith, wherein the pull-tab opening is desired to be hooked with hooking means 
(Figs. 1 and 3; via hook means portion 39 and foil piece 41). 

Focke does not disclose the step of providing suitable markings to convey instructions to 
use the pull-tab opener to access the package contents without utilizing a pinch force, wherein 
the package is adapted to be opened easily by a person who follows the instructions conveyed by 
the markings. However, Chalin discloses a similar method for providing an opening system for 
container comprising the step of providing suitable markings via words to convey instructions to 
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use the pull-tab opener to access the package contents without utilizing a pinch force, wherein 
the package is adapted to be opened easily by a person who follows the instructions conveyed by 
the markings (Figs. 1-13; via the printed instructions on the bag explaining how to open such 
bag). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Focke's method by having the step of providing 
suitable markings to convey instructions to use the pull tab opener to access package contents, as 
suggested by Chalin, in order to make it easy and simple opening and handling such containers 
(column 3, lines 39-41). 

Regarding claims 13, 14, 16, 39, and 40: Focke discloses that the pull-tab opener is a 
reusable pull-tab opener with reusable securing means (Figs. 1 and 3; via 46). 

Regarding claims 22-25: Focke discloses that the package contents comprise at least one 
product disposed within the sealed container, wherein the product is a disposable absorbent 
garment, which is napkin (Fig. 1; via tissue 43). 

Regarding claim 26: it is inherent that Focke's package is capable of contenting articles 
of different types and sizes. 

Regarding claim 27: Focke discloses that the bag and pull-tab opener are made from a 
polymeric plastic film, paper or paper composite and pull-tab opening is a finger sized opening 
(Figs. 1 and 3 and column 1, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 28: Focke discloses that the hooking means comprises one to three 
fingers or and object, the object having a maximimi diameter not greater than about eight cm, 
(Figs. 1 and 3; via the 39 and 41). 
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Regarding claim 29: Focke discloses that the lines of weakness are tom and an opening is 
created when the pull-tab opener is pulled (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 30: Focke discloses that the package contents (43) are oriented 
proximate to the opening to facilitate easy removal (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 19 and 31: Focke discloses that wherein at least a portion of the lines of 
weakness form a V-shape having a perforation junction or a U-shape, wherein the U-shape has 
two substantially parallel lines of perforations and a slit or third line of perforations located 
substantially perpendicular to and in between the two substantially parallel lines of perforations 
at one end (Fig. 3; via the U-shaped opening). 

Regarding claim 32: Focke does not disclose that the a portion of the lines of weakness 
form the V-shape. However, the examiner takes an official notice that V-shape weakness line to 
open a bag is old, well known, and available in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Focke's U-shaped weakness line by having a V- 
shaped weakness line, as a matter of engineering design choice, in order to easily braking the 
weakness line and get easy and fast access to the contents of the container. 

Regarding claim 33: Focke discloses that a portion of the lines of weakness form the U- 
shape and the reusable pull-tab opener covers the two substantially parallel line of perforations 
(Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 17 and 34: Focke discloses that the package is comprised of six panels 
arranged in a rectangular configuration and the substantially parallel lines of perforations extend 
across a portion of two adjacent panels, see for example (Fig. 2; via in upper and lower panels). 
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Regarding claims 18 and 35: Focke discloses that the package is comprised of six panels 
arranged in a rectangular configuration and the substantially parallel lines of perforations are 
contained on a single panel, see for example (Fig. 3; via the substantially parallel lines of portion 
41). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sameh H. Tawfik 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 

ST. 




